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Holiday Preparations List
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Holiday: Passover

	Week
	Room
	Done?
	Details

	Tips
	
	
	· Try to declutter as much as possible in winter

· Avoid spring cleaning

· Only allow food in certain rooms of house

· Maybe cook a few things ahead in crockpot: chicken, meatballs, soup
· Maybe hide candy or treats in rooms to get kids to help clean

	Easter
	
	
	· Buy eggs if you can

	As soon as available
	
	
	· print and review Vaad notes

	
	
	
	· print notes from CRC

	
	
	
	· print OU magazine

	
	
	
	· Review notes and articles carefully (especially shopping list and alerts)

	
	
	
	· Order matzah from shul (1-2 boxes per seder)

	
	
	
	· Order food from co-op (be sure very specific and include note not to substitute if don’t have item)

	Two weeks before Purim
	
	
	· Get out Pesach prep binder, be sure have printed Pesach Prep List

	
	
	
	· Look at inventory, determine what need to buy

	
	
	
	· Look over notes and fill in schedule for prep

	
	
	
	· Find place to start storing Pesach stuff

· Get some extra boxes for putting away stuff from kitchen

	A few weeks before
	
	
	· haircut appointments

· Rachael

· Brent

· boys

	
	
	
	· buy paper goods – check al. pans and unopened paper goods in own stash before buy; get online – check prices from previous year

	
	
	
	· Shop for wish list items and supplies

· Start shopping for Pesach items that tend to go quick (margarine, salad dressing, pickles)

	
	
	
	· change smoke alarm battery

	
	
	
	· buy new book or toy related to holiday for Gavin and us

	
	
	
	· bring up holiday toy tub

· arrange babysitting for a few days when cleaning and kashering

	Cleaning for the month before
	Laundry room
	
	· clean appliances, dust shelves and boxes, feather dust, sweep and vacuum

· check vent hose and under dryer

	
	Basement living area
	
	· dust, woodwork

· clean Gavin’s toys – wipe down, dust

· clean remote baskets
· vacuum (in couch, too)

	
	Gavin & Caleb’s room
	
	· put all toys in dryer

· dust

· woodwork

· sweep and vacuum

· closet floor

· change sheets

	
	Noah & Aidan’s room
	
	· put all toys in dryer

· dust

· woodwork

· sweep and vacuum

· closet floors

· change sheets

	
	Bathrooms
	
	· Clean master bathroom really well

        - back and sides of toilet

        - tub and shower

        - vent

        - light fixture

        - cobwebs

        - doors, switchplates, knobs

        - medicine chest (inside and top)

        - wipe out shelves in closet

	
	
	
	· Clean guest bathroom really well

        - back and sides of toilet

        - tub and shower

        - vent

        - light fixture

        - cobwebs

        - doors, switchplates, knobs

        - medicine chest

        - wipe out shelves in closet

	Two weeks before
	Pantry
	
	· Clean out pantry, start chometz box in dining room

	
	Meal prep
	
	· Start inviting people for meals

	
	Kitchen
	
	· If time – wipe out drawers and bottom cabinets and under sink

	
	Misc.
	
	· Make menus, grocery lists (see Shopping Guide for tips)

· add recipes made from last year’s menu to menu ideas file

· fix file to have current dates

· look at blog for ideas

· be sure to think about pre-Pesach meals, too.

· Include breakfast and snacks, too (see blog)

· Do as much homemade as possible

· plan menus

· make sure recipes are doable (read through first)

* be sure to look in pantry when planning menu in case got other items not +on basic list

* make sure plan a meal of leftovers so food doesn’t go to waste (i.e. soup, meatballs)

	
	
	
	· shop for groceries, get kitnios cereal and snacks

	
	
	
	· sell chometz

	
	
	
	· tovul and kasher any items needed for Pesach

	
	
	
	· clean Honda
· clean Toyota

	Day before change over kitchen
	
	
	· eat on paper goods

· go through leftovers

· DO DAIRY DISHWASHER AT LEAST 1 DAY BEFORE NEED TO KASHER SINK
· Finish dishes

· Perhaps make noodles or rice to use the next week

· Make lunches or be sure have lunch food ready

	
	
	
	· Clean top and inside of stove day before kasher

· Do not use oven for 24 hours before kasher

	Sunday before actual seder or earlier
	Kitchen
	
	· Clean refrigerator

               - wash out

               - put aside chometz, get rid of items that won’t keep

               - clean under, sides and front, top

               - put in new baking soda

·                - clean top of refrigerator

	
	
	
	· line pantry

	
	
	
	· Clean off counters

	
	
	
	· Clean counters - wash well, kasher – boiling water then cold, cover (lip, too)
· Clean small appliances and take downstairs

	
	
	
	· Take crates and boxes downstairs

	
	
	
	· Stovetop – new drip pans, wash grates, kasher in oven, burners – hi for 20m in, clean knobs, caps of burners, cover with 2 layers of foil, clean under 

	
	
	
	· Kasher sink - don't use with hot for 24 hours, clean well, kasher – boiling then cold, new strainer

	
	
	
	· Kasher oven - don't use for 24 hours, Easy Off 2 if needed, 550 degrees for 1 ½ – 2 hours, alum. Pan in last 30 min, clean door well (DO OVERNIGHT)

	
	
	
	· Be sure all chometz in fridge/freezer put away, tape door & cover with trash bag

	
	
	
	· Wash aprons and towels

	
	
	
	· Clean trash can

	
	
	
	· Recycling bins

	
	
	
	· Magic eraser in kitchen

	
	After kitchen is turned over
	
	· Put toaster in dining room (or crock pot, microwave, roaster)

· Eat outside as much as possible

· Use paper goods

· Wash items in bathroom or utility sink
· Eat chometz outside those last few days
· Eat as much kitnios cereal and snacks

	Week before or week of
	Master bedroom
	
	· Clean master bedroom (1 ¾ hours?) – dust, woodwork, sweep and vacuum, closet floors and drawers

· Change sheets

	
	Hallway
	
	· woodwork

	
	Living/dining room
	
	· Wash curtain

	
	
	
	· Clean back doors

	
	
	
	· Sweep and dust closet

	
	
	
	· Dust furniture

	
	
	
	· Woodwork

· Tape lint couches

· Lint roller on couches

· Clean all fans

	
	
	
	· vacuum under couches, baskets and under rug

	
	
	
	· Clean dining room

           - china cabinet

           - clean books

           - dust, clean chairs

           - put away benchers and kitchen stuff

           - sweep, mop

           - clean and cover table – 2 layers

           - wipe out paper goods cabinet, refill

	
	Kitchen
	
	· Cook – need three nights to cook (ideal)
* prep in large batches (onions, browning beef)

	
	Errands
	
	· Shop for rest of groceries

	
	Other
	
	· Signs

· be sure chometz box put away

	
	Everywhere
	
	· Sweep and mop all floors

· Vacuum living room, couches, under toy baskets

· shake out broom

· empty vacuums

· be sure all laundry done
· magic eraser (do after have done all other cleaning)

	
	Getting out Pesach stuff
	
	Unpacking tubs:

· bring up and unpack tubs, put downstairs when done

· Organize – L counter by sink – soup pot and drying rack
                  - R sink – dry rack and meat stuff
                  - R oven – parve bowls
                  - Shelf: bottom appliances, meat shoebox, dairy shoebox, parve shoe box, sugar/potholders, etc.

	
	
	
	Permissable/Not permissible items: 

· Put away old floss, deodorant, chapstick, mouthwash, antacids, Listerine pocket packs, perfume, toothpaste?

· Check that baby wipes do not have alcohol

· Get out any items need from own supplies

· Change toothbrushes

	Night before
	
	
	· Finish cooking

· Bedikas chometz

· Print articles

· Get seder plate ingredients ready

	The day of
	
	
	· Eruv Tavshillin if necessary

· Flowers for hosts

· Get seder plate ready

	After the holiday
	Converting the kitchen
	
	· Wash all Pesach dishes and pots and pans, etc.

· Take all Pesach stuff downstairs, put back in their boxes and bins (includes toys and seder stuff)

· Uncover the counters

· Pack up any unopened non-perishable Pesach food, note on inventory what is left

· Make notes of any groceries didn’t use as much as you purchased.

· Move opened leftover Pesach food out of pantry and to cabinet to use later

· Wipe cabinets and shelves out

	
	Rest of the house
	
	· Laundry

· Bring up non-Pesach stuff and put room back together

· Wipe off appliances once bring up.

	
	Notes for next year
	
	· Menu – what liked and didn’t like

· Names and locations of recipes we liked – add to Menu ideas

· Notes on this list of things would like to change for next year

· Add to inventory of any items purchased this year

· Wish list for next year

· Reprint this list with changes and file in binder

· Plan for week to eat up leftovers.

	During the year
	
	
	· If buy anything new, either tovul right away or put in prep box to remind you to tovul the next year


Completion list:

	Room
	Cleaned?
	Decluttered?

	Laundry room
	
	

	Basement
	
	

	Gavin’s room
	
	

	Boys’ room
	
	

	Gavin’s bathroom
	
	

	Our bathroom
	
	

	Our bedroom
	
	

	Living room
	
	

	Dining room
	
	

	Kitchen
	
	


Food Items To Buy Each Year

(not including Sam’s items)

* Unless otherwise noted (in orange), needs Passover certification.
	Type of item
	Item
	Desired amount
	Have from last year
(_____)
	Need to order or buy this year
	Bought?

	Snacks for before kasher
	· dried apples
	1
	
	
	

	
	· corn or rice crunchies, rice cakes
	2-3
	
	
	

	
	· applesauce
	1
	
	
	

	
	· rice or corn cereal
	2-4
	
	
	

	Spices
	· allspice
	1
	
	
	

	
	· basil
	1
	
	
	

	
	· bay leaves
	1
	
	
	

	
	· Cinnamon
	1
	
	
	

	
	· cumin
	1
	
	
	

	
	· garlic powder
	1
	
	
	

	
	· minced onion
	1
	
	
	

	
	· onion powder
	1
	
	
	

	
	· oregano
	1
	
	
	

	
	· paprika
	1
	
	
	

	
	· pepper
	1
	
	
	

	
	· salt (no P if w/o additives)
	1
	
	
	

	
	· White pepper
	1
	
	
	

	
	· Whole black pepper
	0
	
	
	

	Staples
	· balsamic vinegar
	0
	
	
	

	
	· bread crumbs
	0
	
	
	

	
	· cereal – get at least one with potato starch
	Only a few
	
	
	

	
	· chili sauce
	1
	
	
	

	
	· crackers
	0
	
	
	

	
	· egg matzah
	1
	
	
	

	
	· GF matzo meal
	0
	
	
	

	
	· GF matzo squares
	0
	
	
	

	
	· GF noodles
	0
	
	
	

	
	· honey (with a P) – 2 lb.
	2 small
	
	
	

	
	· kichels (not Streits)
	1
	
	
	

	
	· matzah
	7, 2 shmura
	
	
	

	
	· matzo ball mix no MSG
	1
	
	
	

	
	· matzo cake meal
	1
	
	
	

	
	· matzo farfel
	1
	
	
	

	
	· matzo meal – plain
	0
	
	
	

	
	· parve soup mix – beef
	1
	
	
	

	
	· parve soup mix – chicken
	1
	
	
	

	
	· potato starch
	2
	
	
	

	
	· quinoa
	0
	
	
	

	
	· red wine vinegar
	0
	
	
	

	
	· salad dressing mix
	1
	
	
	

	
	· white vinegar
	1
	
	
	

	
	· whole wheat matzo meal
	2-3
	
	
	

	Baking
	· angel food cake
	0
	
	
	

	
	· baking powder
	1
	
	
	

	
	· blueberry muffin mix
	0
	
	
	

	
	· brownie mix
	0
	
	
	

	
	· carrot cake
	0
	
	
	

	
	· chocolate cake
	0
	
	
	

	
	· chocolate chips
	2
	
	
	

	
	· Coffee cake
	0
	
	
	

	
	· cooking spray (not garlic)
	1
	
	
	

	
	· egg matzah crackers
	1
	
	
	

	
	· frosting
	0
	
	
	

	
	· GF yellow cake
	0
	
	
	

	
	· pancake mix
	0
	
	
	

	
	· Pound cake
	0
	
	
	

	
	· vanilla 2 oz.
	1
	
	
	

	
	· vegetable oil
	1
	
	
	

	
	· yellow cake
	0
	
	
	

	Canned items
	· canned potatoes
	
	
	
	

	
	· canned salmon
	2 per meal needed
	
	
	

	
	· chicken broth
	0
	
	
	

	
	· Crushed tomatoes
	Varies
	
	
	

	
	· duck sauce
	1
	
	
	

	
	· gefilte fish
	2
	
	
	

	
	· Grape jelly
	1
	
	
	

	
	· hearts of palm
	1
	
	
	

	
	· Ketchup
	1
	
	
	

	
	· lemon juice
	0
	
	
	

	
	· mandarin oranges
	2
	
	
	

	
	· mayonnaise
	1
	
	
	

	
	· Olives
	0
	
	
	

	
	· pickles
	0
	
	
	

	
	· pineapple
	2
	
	
	

	
	· pizza sauce
	0
	
	
	

	
	· red cooking wine
	1
	
	
	

	
	· salad dressing – Frnch
	If want
	
	
	

	
	· sardines
	If can
	
	
	

	
	· sherry cooking wine
	0
	
	
	

	
	· syrup
	0
	
	
	

	
	· Tomato sauce
	varies
	
	
	

	
	· tuna
	6
	
	
	

	
	· white cooking wine
	1
	
	
	

	Beverages/
Misc.
	· apple juice
	2
	
	
	

	
	· candy
	0
	
	
	

	
	· chamomile tea
	0
	
	
	

	
	· chocolate covered matzo
	0
	
	
	

	
	· coffee
	0
	
	
	

	
	· coke
other flavors?
	3-4
	
	
	

	
	· cream soda, black cherry
	4, 2
	
	
	

	
	· gifts
	Varies
	
	
	

	
	· grape jello
	0
	
	
	

	
	· jelly slices
	0
	
	
	

	
	· Roaster pan
	Varies
	
	
	

	
	· Seltzer
	2
	
	
	

	
	· vanilla pudding mix
	0
	
	
	

	
	· Wine
	Wait and see
	
	
	

	
	· Yahrzeit candles
	4
	
	
	

	Can Buy Ahead – Perishable
	· American cheese
	1 stack
	
	
	

	
	· chunk cheese
	1-2
	
	
	

	
	· Cream cheese
	1
	
	
	

	
	· fish loaves
	2
	
	
	

	
	· horseradish
	1
	
	
	

	
	· hot dogs
	
	
	
	

	
	· margarine – buy some ahead
	3-4
	
	
	

	
	· mozzarella
	1/2 big bag
	
	
	

	
	· sug
	1
	
	
	

	Buy week before at grocery

	Perishable and other
	· Any other needed items for recipes making incl.: sugar (pure white can w/o additives), apples, lemons, rutabaga, sage, stick margarine, vegetables
	
	
	
	

	
	· babaganoush
	
	
	
	

	
	· Baking soda for fridge and freezer (no P needed)
	2
	
	
	

	
	· eggplant salad
	
	
	
	

	
	· Fresh horseradish (for seder)
	
	
	
	

	
	· fruit
	
	
	
	

	
	· If making guacamole – jalapenos, avocado
	
	
	
	

	
	· Meat and chicken (be sure buy before all Yom Tov days in case closed during Chol Hamoed)
	
	
	
	

	
	· Milk
	1 gallon
	
	
	

	
	· parsley
	
	
	
	

	
	· Potatoes (for seder)
	
	
	
	

	
	· salad (not bagged) for seders
	
	
	
	

	
	· Shank bone (for seder)
	
	
	
	

	
	· Supplies for charosets (see guide, note ab. nuts)
	
	
	
	

	
	· yogurt (Dannon)
	At least 3 large
	
	
	


Supplies To Buy Each Year

	Store
	Item
	Desired amount
	Have from last year (or in own stash) - 2012
	Need to order or buy this year
	Bought?

	Co-op order (list from 2020 in Save for Reference folder on desk)
(ordered cases but co-op filled in exact lbs. on order receipt)
	· grape juice
	1 case
	
	
	

	
	· gefilte fish
	6 loaves
	
	
	

	
	· chicken cut ups (was 50 lbs. 2020)
	1 case
	
	
	

	
	· ground meat (was 18 lbs. 2020)
	1 case
	
	
	

	
	· pickled deckle (was 7.7 lbs. 2020)
	1 case
	
	
	

	
	· mozzarella cheese – 8 oz. bags
	1 case
	
	
	

	Whole Foods
	· cheesecloth (unbleached)
	1 pack
	
	
	

	Target
	· Gladware if needed
	See what have left
	
	
	

	
	· contact paper
	2 - 24 ft.
	
	
	

	
	· masking tape – painters
	1
	
	
	

	
	· Sponges
	0
	
	
	

	
	· Electrical tape
	1 pack
	
	
	

	
	· spray deodorant
	2
	
	
	

	
	· floss
	1
	
	
	

	
	· chapstick
	2
	
	
	

	
	· eggs (usually go on sale around Easter)
	8-9 dozen
	
	
	

	Order online
	· paper goods
	See other files

	Petsmart
	· Cat Food
	1 bag
	
	
	

	Kohn’s
	· Tablecovers
	1 box full
	
	
	

	Sam’s Club
	· Grape juice
	2 large
	
	
	

	
	· Heavy duty foil
	1
	
	
	

	
	· Regular aluminum foil
	1 (own stash)
	
	
	

	
	· Plastic bags – large and small
	
	
	
	

	
	· Plastic silverware (order above with paper goods, may need forks or spoons)
	
	
	
	

	
	· Cocoa
	1
	
	
	

	
	· Olive oil (extra virgin unflavored does not need P, make sure get more than 23 oz.)
	large Sam’s size
	
	
	

	Pull from own stash
	· dish soap
	
	
	
	

	
	· trash bags
	
	
	
	

	
	· clear packing tape
	
	
	
	


* If buy anything for wish list during year, put in Pesach Prep box if have not tovuled yet (so won’t forget). If tovul, put right with proper bin.

